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What is public health?



Public health is what we, as a society, 

do collectively to assure the conditions 

for people to be healthy
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Public health is about context
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Public health is about populations



Public health is what we, as a society, 

do collectively to assure the conditions 

for people to be healthy
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Public health is about health promotion vs disease cure





Some are “high risk”

High riskLow risk



Both “high risk” and others have disease
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with disease
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Medicine.
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Rose G. The strategy of preventive medicine. Oxford: Oxford University Press; 1992. 
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High Risk

Identify those who are high risk



Then decrease their risk…
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Unaddressed 
underlying risk



The individual strategy sees this…
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…but misses all of this
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Public health.
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The collective strategy



Shift the entire risk distribution
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The collective strategy…
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The collective strategy…
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Public health is about context



Context in Detroit.













Density and Detroit.
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Detroit vs the Bronx.
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The Bronx.
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The Bronx.
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Detroit.
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Detroit.



Density buys...









Asthma in Detroit
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