
 
DETROIT ASTHMA SUMMIT: 

Disparities & Solutions 
May 11, 2016, 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church 
2080 W. Grand Boulevard, Detroit, MI 48208 

 
AGENDA 

 
Facilitator: Dr. James Blessman, Wayne State University 

Opening 

8:30-9:00 Registration/Sign in 
 

9:00 
 
Opening Remarks  

Dr. Abdul El-Sayed, Executive Director, Detroit Health Department 
 

9:15 
 
 
 

9:45 
 
 
 

10:00 

“Detroit: The Current Status of the Asthma Burden” Report Overview 
Dr. Bob Wahl and John Dowling, Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services 

 
Wayne State Asthma Zip Code Data  

Dr. Lyke Thompson, Wayne State University, Detroit/Wayne County Green and 
Healthy Homes Initiative 
 
Question and Answer 
 

Current 
Project 

Showcase 

10:15 
 
 
 

10:30 
 

10:45 
 
 
 
 

11:15 
 
 
 

11:45 
 

Air Pollution in Detroit: Current Status & Trends  
Craig Fitzner, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality - Air Quality 
Division   

 
Break 

 
Asthma Triggers in Homes – A Collaborative Approach  

Mary Sue Schottenfels, Community Lead Education and Reduction Corps 
Detroit; Dr. James Forshee, Molina Health Care 

 
Asthma in Schools: Challenges Faced by Detroit Students 

Dr. Elliott Attisha, School-Based & Community Health Program, Henry 
Ford Health System 

 
United States Environmental Protection Agency Indoor and Outdoor Air Quality 
Resources  

Monica Paguia and Megan Gavin, United States Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 5 

 

Lunch 

12:00 
 

12:10 
 

Personal accounts from a Detroit family dealing with asthma  
 
Networking Lunch 

Current 
Project 

Showcase 
Cont. 

1:00 
 
 
 

Detroit-specific Asthma Research and Interventions   
Dr. James Blessman, Center for Urban Responses to Environmental Stressors 
(CURES: Wayne State University, Henry Ford Health System, University of 
Michigan)  



 
1:15 

 
 
 
 

1:35 

 
Dr. Stuart Batterman, Sheena Martenies & Angela Reyes 

Community Action to Promote Healthy Environments (CAPHE: University of 
Michigan, Communities Action Against Asthma, Healthy Environments 
Partnership, Detroit Urban Research Center) 

 
Question and Answer 
 

Working 
Sessions to 

Discuss 
Solutions & 
Next Steps 

1:50 People will join one of these groups based on their name tag identification  
 
Each group will discuss questions to help identify potential solutions for the asthma 
problem in Detroit. Example questions are listed below.    
 
1) SCHOOLS  

Topic Expert: Dr. Elliott Attisha & Dr. Arlene Richardson;  
Facilitator: Lara Lasky 

What efforts are needed to successfully address asthma within Detroit public 
schools? 
What are the barriers in Detroit public schools to adequately address asthma? 
 
2) HOME INTERVENTION 

Topic Expert: Mary Sue Schottenfels; Facilitator: Monica Paguia 
What seems to be the most effective way to reduce indoor asthma triggers? 
What are the barriers in asthma home intervention to properly address asthma?  
 
3) RESEARCH and POLICY 

Topic Expert:  Dr. James Blessman; Facilitator: Dr. Amy Schulz 
What research and policy is needed to address asthma in Detroit? 
What are the barriers for this work? 
 
4) OUTDOOR AIR 

Topic Expert:  Dr. Toby Lewis; Facilitator:  Joy Taylor Morgan 
What mediation strategies are the most effective to address outdoor air pollution? 
What additional outdoor air data is needed for addressing impacts on asthma? 
 
5) HEALTH EQUITY 

Topic Expert: Jacquetta Hinton; Facilitator:  Megan Gavin 
Why are there health disparities for people in Detroit?   
What are the barriers in addressing these issues? 
 
6) HEALTH CARE ACCESS 

Topic Expert: Dr. James Forshee; Facilitator: John Dowling 
What is needed for better healthcare access for all Detroit citizens? 
What are the barriers for this effective healthcare access? 
 

Conclusion 

3:00 Reconvene and Report Out 
3:50 

 
4:00 

Closing Remarks  
Dr. Abdul El-Sayed, Executive Director, Detroit Health Department 

Adjourn 
Each speaker without a built-in Q & A session should allow a few minutes for Q & A after they speak. 


